[Vena cava filter in patients with gynecologic cancer complicated by pulmonary embolism and progressive hypercoagulability].
The aim of the study was to verify the validity of placement of a vena cava filter in patients with gynecologic cancer complicated by pulmonary embolism and progressive persistent hypercoagulability. The authors discuss two patients with pulmonary embolism. In this study, a gynecologic tumor was diagnosed, one presented endometrial carcinoma and the other ovarian papillary carcinoma, after the position of vena cava filter and treatment with urokinasi (2.800.000 UI/ml) it was possible to do surgery followed by radiation therapy in the first case and chemotherapy in the second. In these cases there are indications for the placement of a vena cava filter. This has enabled surgery and anticoagulation therapy and has prevented the movement of any other emboli, which were later dissolved by fibrinolytic agents, and the effectiveness result was the arrest of progressive hypercoagulability moved by tumor cell. The serious conditions that were related to prior embolism and to a persistent thrombotic state characterized by progressive hypercoagulability did not make it possible to perform surgery or any other type of therapy because of absolute contraindications. The decision to place the filter could thus become the first step towards subsequent improvements, that are also tied to the possibility of performing surgery for removing tumor, arrest of progressive hypercoagulability due to tumor cell, allow chemotherapy or radiation treatment.